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Example Candidate Responses

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE First Language
Arabic, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

a 3
Mark scheme

4

Example candidate
response

A 4

Examiner comment

. S

For each question an extract from the mark scheme, as used by examiners, is followed by examples of
marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are given to
indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. In this
way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still have to
do to improve their grades.

This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help
teachers assess what is required to achieve certain grades beyond what should be clear from the mark
scheme.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support
Hub at www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Example Candidate Responses

Assessment at a glance

Cambridge IGCSE First Language Arabic examination comprises two papers. All candidates take Paper 1
and Paper 2 and are eligible for the award of grades A* to G.

Paper 1: Reading (2 hours)

Candidates answer two guestions:

Question 1 - 25 marks

Candidates answer a series of comprehension questions based on Passage 1.
Question 2 - 25 marks

Candidates write a summary based on Passage 1 and Passage 2.

Weighting: 50% of total marks

Paper 2: Writing (2 hours)

Candidates write two compositions of 3560-500 words each.

Weighting: 50% of total marks
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Example Candidate Responses

Paper 1 Reading

The questions in Paper 1 relate to two passages of approximately 600—700 words each, linked by a common
theme.

Passage 1

Pl 48 5 A Ay Allaial) ALY e caal 25 1 galll 18

35 el il
Glli (5 5l ¢ pprall Cull o ) L draay 5 Aasll Aadlal (e Uiy ey o V) Wi g (g0 Jilall 05 ol
Lgnadil 3355 G J sl (8 5 298 IS e Leasly Of i) 3l colanill o ga 8 Aslall) 438 ) 5l) 3 iUl
285 Le ey eyl i) g LS a8 I of Y glae Badaill o gind A dga
Tolandl Cilage Led 522y (3ilas Lglaay O bl adailie ()l Sty (S $Apaall 3 yilall o3a (jUad (1
Al Lgadand il el g il Oyl g Al B3 gf ) S GOl @l 5 1 Of 1ala &l gl
ol 2 gl g3 358 5 ) Lt ) el il il 51 i () s Db ey ) (50 i o
Adlita sl G5 0n S Lo
anf LgSTiay ¥ A0 ASLay Ly Sl gab iy (5311 5 48 )5l 8 ildall lls (U o (o) JUilal (0 iy
@KQL&J\MM@\@‘}Q@\F\@M}@J}“ﬁ\j&@@&&%é&c.\...a.}c\.\é;
(B Jiane gad yalal
aie @lld S ail ) of Caalia 13) 5 i US 53 ol o o iy 4y Ll ol g ) 5 S5
ol il a8 lle il 13a Jh ) il g colae )y iy sl Al ) el e Jelll
Saaal) s ( JVIAE ) 5 yila L pial dale e 5 ) Aasll oM iy
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Example Candidate Responses

Passage 1, continued
al )53 Uy sial ¢ sl Buadlll S8 ) ol day 800 dlgatiaf il il i) S il cila 8 g
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cedandl) Laila (3lly jpia ik e g (sl @lld e AR MY Gle 1 el i dia olS i (g
Telaal) G goa (3la3 ¢35 a2l Lgie iy 3 yilda )
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Passage 2
ALY 48 5 A Ay Aldaial) ALl) e il a3 2 pall) |3
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Example Candidate Responses
Passage 2, continued
Clafie g Wghn g s ol O Aahae Y15 (31 A Cun Al Lgdaa e culae 5,88 a3 Candl
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Mark scheme

20 content marks
5 language marks

1 Jsedd)
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Mark scheme, continued
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Mark scheme, continued
2 flaabe Aaglill 5l cpaliie oy sy S Ty LD

rl gall

1 .(u.ui:\]\‘g) JLM;S_\Y\ Zd}‘\ﬂ ij..ﬂ\ [
1 (a5 paaail 5) Ja¥) 1 SE) Hsnlll @

2 (Came 1 shae ) Lo i) tilen Jlexiols g5 8 b sl oS a0 L
rl gl

1. peall Hiaxlls plall 4ui @

iz oAl

1 .gohl fgen o
1 s dpds b oy ol Jsndd B @

2 913 55 a5 bl diles e ol e a )
:g._:\j.;.“

1.3g )0 @l il o) adal piassie o
1 (b hila 3l o S) 4ily S5 @

Writing: Accuracy of Language

Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate. Varied,

5 (Excellent) precise vocabulary. Hardly any or no technical errors.

4 (Good) Clear, appropriate language. Appropriate vocabulary. Few technical errors.

Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax.

3 (Adequate) Adequate vocabulary. Some technical errors.

Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simple syntax with some

2 (Weak) clumsiness. Thin vocabulary. A number of technical errors.

1 (Poor) Thin, inappropriate use of language. Confused and obscure. Many errors.

12 Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) First Language Arabic 0508 / 7184



Example Candidate Responses

Question 1 (25 marks)

This question is divided into a series of sub-questions (a—k) requiring answers of different lengths. The sub-
guestions are based on Passage 1 and test the following reading objectives (20 marks):

Understand and collate explicit meanings.

Understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes.
Select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes.
Understand how writers achieve effects.

In addition, five marks are available for the accuracy of the language in which answers are expressed.
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Example candidate response — high
o0 ALY 48 55 3 1 lipead) o conf AR A S 31 gall | 3
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Example candidate response — high, continued
il A el A y2all W Hale oF
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Examiner comment — high

The candidate’s responses show an excellent understanding of the text. The answers show a clear
comprehension of the explicit meaning, in addition to understanding, explaining and collating implicit
meanings and attitudes.

This was evident in the ability of this candidate to:

1a) identify the main character in the text as the writer.
Mark awarded =1 out of 1

1b) use his/her own words to explain that the writer admired the accuracy by which the kite is controlled and
the young man’s ability to fly it high in the sky.
Mark awarded =1 out of 1

1c) provide a detailed answer about the neighbours’ houses being too tall that they covered the body of the
kite, allowing only the sight of its tail to be seen.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1d) provide a full answer to the place where the young man Menawer preferred to spend his time, detailing
that it was in the valley close to the neighbourhood. Also the reason behind this preference, which is to be
able to make the perfect kite and fly it high in the sky, was identified. All these details were expressed
accurately using own words.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1e) identify two personal qualities implicitly mentioned in the text. The candidate explains that Menawer
enjoys a sense of quietness and serenity, and a tendency to be alone.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

The candidate’s ability to select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes and the
understanding of how writers achieve effects are evident in the responses to these questions, where the
candidate:

1f) use his/her analysis of the writer’s writing style to give the reasons for taking Menawer as a role model.
The candidate mentions that Menawer had a clear determination to achieve his dream, and that he fulfilled
those dreams whereas that the writer failed to achieve his own dream, in flying a kite, so Menawer was an
inspiration to him.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1g) explain in detail how the old school books were part of the materials used by the writer to make the kite.
Mark awarded =1 out of 1

1h) select the relevant information from the sixth paragraph to provide evidence of the writer’s patience,
difficulties and suffering. He/she avoided the overlap between the three specified items and provided
accurate response to them all. So for patience he/she mentioned; the writer's constant attempts, for the
difficulties; the practical hardships in manufacturing the kite, and for the suffering; a very eloquent metaphor
was used to express the time constraint.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 3

1i) identify accurately, using own words, the two contrasting emotions felt by the writer as the feeling of
despair followed by hope and determination.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1j) give a very detailed explanation of the metaphor used, identifying that the writer used a simile of the kite

as a small, weak bird unable to fly.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2
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1k) provide one good evidence of the writer's nostalgic feeling by mentioning the writer’s visit to his old home
and neighbourhood. He/she also added that the reason behind this was the writer’s wish to retrieve the
beautiful memories of the past and his early, youthful passion of paper kites.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

Accuracy of Language

The candidate used clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax. Spelling was accurate and
grammatically sound. Own words were used consistently, no trace of lifting from the text.

Mark awarded =5 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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43y il aae) a5 o stie e Gl 8 (il A el ) a0 Ladie plak dagaall A slaall # il (01
slandl b Ule ead ) Lo glias 0855 il o)k
ALK Al e Joas

ol s e Sl ladaud dle o (A jud g ol ) G g dliate i) el (@1
ALK ds sl e Jaas

A sl 45 il el ol ) slaall Jendl o Ly 3 4385 ooy O i sl O g (&1
waladl il @y e e
AL da ) e Jean

jh}”);}l@i\h&}cuaﬂ\dy))uogﬁj‘)tﬂ\ogﬁu\c‘)ﬁa\(cl
AL s e Joaa
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roAiaall (o G AU LAY ddlaaf gaaa]

Al L a4l g dala 3pali e o ) pea) 10 o€l ol A el i slie (e cilea ) claiall #laiy 7 a0 (21
diind ISl b
ALY Al e Jean

o G L S Al e AT b el ilal 5 A sl 5 il a8 A jaall S ) 50 agd plaind (7 1

_E)SLH\ c.uA 2\3\149 CLA_\
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Examiner comment — high, continued
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Example candidate response — middle
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — middle
The candidate did not show consistent understanding of the explicit and implicit meaning in the text. This is
evident in the candidate’s responses to these questions.

1a) the answer given was: ‘the children of the area’. This showed not only a lack of understanding of the text,
but of the question itself; as it is asking about ‘the child’ in the singular not the plural noun.
Mark awarded = 0 out of 1

1b) the candidate specified that the writer wanted to know who flies the kite because he was keen to know
how he managed to control the kite skilfully.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 1

1c) the candidate failed to answer the question, instead he/she mentioned an irrelevant piece of information
about the kite runner and the writer’'s knowledge of the place he chose to fly his kite.
Mark awarded =0 out of 2

1d) even though the answer is correct, it is lifted from the text, which will affect the accuracy grade.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1le) the candidate identified two qualities that Menawer enjoyed, which are quietness and happiness.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1f) the candidate mentioned only one reason for Menawer being a good role model. The first sentence in the
answer is vague and grammatically incorrect, so no mark was awarded; the second sentence was awarded
1 mark as it gave a good reason.

Mark awarded =1 out of 2

1g) the correct answer was given, but the use of the word ‘tool’ is inaccurate and this will affect the accuracy
grade.
Mark awarded =1 out of 1

1h) the candidate selected the relevant information from the sixth paragraph to provide evidences

of the writer’s patience, difficulties and suffering. He/she avoided the overlap between the three specified
items and provided accurate response to them all. So for patience he/she mentioned; the writer's constant
attempts, for the difficulties; the cost of the paper, and for the suffering; the feeling of failure and despair.
Mark awarded = 3 out of 3

The candidate failed to select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes and the
understanding of how writers achieve effects. This was evident in the following response.

1i) the question was about two contradictory emotions that the writer felt in paragraph seven. The
candidate’s response showed that he/she did not understand the idea presented by the writer. More
thorough reading of the passage could have given the candidate a better understanding of the feeling of
despair and then hope that the writer expressed.

Mark awarded = 0 out of 2

1j) the candidate explained that the writer’'s description of the fragility of the kite against the wind was similar
to the small bird’s inability to fly.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1k) the candidate explained that the past was the place where the writer built his dreams, and added that

the reason behind this was his wish to retrieve the beautiful memories of the past.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2
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Example Candidate Responses

Accuracy of Language
The candidate used clear, appropriate language; however, there were a number of technical errors.
Mark awarded = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25

Examiner comment — middle, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — middle, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — low
: : o0 A1 48 55 3 1 Jlipad) o cand S AN Al KU (3 1 galll | 1

1 Jladl
Shaadll 3 Jilally el (3o —

SV VSN T VAT | W WYYV SR Y. 7 C W 1 o8 | N

55 S (A ) el sl 1S IS 1)
ot N aj\.b)l FRCICWAY C_S\J\JJ\ MPACKEFA S LI Cas

[1](.0.1\2.:....‘".@)»;.\ uL@)_\b.dl gb.m@ uﬁ\{:\d» \_)LGG. ..... c.g:sf Qi_??: )
i oS il

ML:;HJ@AJT@JJB&_}JLH'I Mb‘.uuua

A (,me\ g asdgl. e il o_.xpLH@J\S.u

i AN m,ulg ._,\Jm.)!, @32»1 .....

"“IJL;.‘I., “4.13_’ an.nAl da.ﬂ.l.l “J_’Ll.a" Uls L};" -
&su S5 J\.&w)\ S Qg..f.l..m} and.q.. 5180\ ) 20y .. 450 94\5

-

"_)_51.'!41" t‘;.l.lﬁa.a- ut:un ] s S

b S ng gt \.69 }3\.\0 sa\eal. sre. Asnsedd
eeeeeee e se et ss e AN k.g-‘é?r" o,

. ?umiﬁ‘g-mua&a,m),u- OsS i oz
S NPIP SO S| BT SO A S PURIEA RG e
........... 3@..1}\.&? &..Lﬁ? 4‘_? "_}Q\J\(}.l\@{‘)g\:@

e r e *
L

24 Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) First Language Arabic 0508 / 7184



Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — low

1a) the candidate did not understand the implicit fact that the writer is the child in the text, the answer given
is ‘Menawer’ who was described as in the text as ‘a young man’ and not a child. Menawer is also not the
main character of the story, so the candidate totally missed that point as well.

Mark awarded = 0 out of 1

1b) the candidate gave the right answer, but it was a direct lifting from the text, this will affect the mark
awarded to the accuracy of language.
Mark awarded =1 out of 1

1c) a correct answer to the question, but several grammatical and spelling mistakes; the wrong use of the
present tense for the verb ‘prevent’, the wrong use of the singular pronoun referring to the buildings.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1d) the candidate specified the preferred place of Menawer, at the valley, but failed to justify why. Instead,
he mentioned another irrelevant reason, which is to stay away from noisy neighbourhood and its disruptions.
He failed to make the link between the choice of the valley and its appropriateness to Menawer’s kite
making.

Mark awarded =1 out of 2

1le) the candidate mentioned only one characteristic, the second sentence was incomplete and vague. There
was also a spelling mistake with the word ‘quiet’.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

1f) the candidate mentioned just one reason for Menawer being a good role model.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

1g) no complete answer was given to how the books were used. The candidate mentioned that their paper
was used as covers, without explaining that they were part of the making of the kite.
Mark awarded =0 out of 1

1h) the candidate gave evidence to the difficulties faced by the writer, but did not provide any evidence on
his patience or his suffering.
Mark awarded =1 out of 3

1i) correct answer to the two conflicting feelings of the writer, however, many grammatical mistakes, such as,
the use of ‘he felt’, and the inaccurate use of pronouns. This will affect the mark of the accuracy of
language.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 2

1j) the candidate answered part of the question correctly, but failed to point out that there is a simile used by
the writer.
Mark awarded = 1 out of 2

1k) the candidate mentioned that the writer visited the place where his dreams started, but did not manage
to link this to his desire to retrieve the memories of the past, remembering his earlier attempts to make and
fly a kite. There was also a number of spelling mistakes, such as, the word ‘begin’ and ‘despair’.

Mark awarded =1 out of 2

Accuracy of Language
The candidate’s language was generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simple syntax. There
were some technical errors.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 14 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Question 2 (25 marks)

Candidates write a summary of 200—250 words based on Passage 1 and Passage 2. The question tests the
following reading objectives (15 marks):

e Understand and collate explicit meanings.
e Understand, explain and collate implicit meanings and attitudes.

e Select, analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes.

In addition, 10 marks are available for Writing; (five marks for Style and Organisation and five marks for
Accuracy of Language).
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Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — high
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Example Candidate Res

ponses

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — high

The summary

The candidate was able to write using an appropriate summary style; identifying the main ideas and
disregarding secondary ideas. The candidate avoided using an unnecessary introduction, and direct lifting
form the original text.

There was a clear attempt to focus on the requirement of the question; the behaviour of the main characters
that signified determination and challenge.

The candidate was able to identify the main characters in the texts and to group all the actions that proved
their diligence and persistence in achieving their goals and challenging their fears and shortcomings.

The candidate adhered to the required word count, without missing any of the important points.

There was a clear understanding of the two texts and that was evident in the ability of the candidate to
analyse and evaluate what is relevant to specific purposes.
Mark awarded = 15 out of 15

Style and Organisation

There was an excellent expression and focus using own words. Good summary style with orderly grouping of
ideas. There was also an excellent linkage of ideas between the two texts. This was apparent in the opening
sentence of the third paragraph, where the candidate mentioned that not only the first character was full of
determination, but also the second character. Then he/she started listing the evidence from the second text.
Mark awarded =5 out of 5

Accuracy of Language

The writing was clear, the language was carefully chosen with complete syntax, and the vocabulary was
varied and precise. There were hardly any technical errors.

Mark awarded =5 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — high, continued
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Example Candidate Responses
Example candidate response — middle
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Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — middle
The summary
The candidate showed a reasonable understanding of the main ideas of the two texts.

The candidate was able, with some success, to group the main ideas; however some secondary ideas were
mentioned at the expense of other important ideas. This was quite apparent in the summary of the second
text, where the candidate elaborated on the writer's behavior in the past at the expense of the actual
behavior of the writer in the present, which is the main requirement of the question.

Mark awarded = 10 out of 15

Style and organisation

There was a satisfactory expression in own words, the summary was concise with some sense of order.
There were occasional lapses of focus.

Mark awarded = 3 out of 5

Accuracy of Language

The language was generally unsophisticated, and was not always appropriate with thin vocabulary. There
was a number of spelling mistakes.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses
Example candidate response — low
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Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses

Examiner comment — low

The summary

Although all of the following scripts share some common features, such as, the inadequate expression, lack
of or poor summary style and considerable lifting from the texts, however each has its additional
shortcomings.

The candidate did not summarise the two texts. Instead he/she wrote an essay on hopes, dreams and fears.
There was a little reference to either of the texts, no identification of the two main characters and their
attempts to face up to the challenges, and no attempt to link or group the ideas from the texts. Some ideas
were of relevance to the main idea in the first text, for example, the mentioning of the importance to keep
trying and never give up.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 10

Style and Organisation
There was no sense of summary, and an obvious loss of focus.
Mark awarded = 2 out of 5

Accuracy of Language

Unsophisticated language, which was not always appropriate, was used. Sentences were constructed in
very simple syntax with some clumsiness. Additionally, the vocabulary was limited and a number of spelling
mistakes.

Mark awarded = 2 out of 5

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Paper 2 Writing

Paper 2 Writing

This paper is divided into two sections, as detailed below. Candidates are required to write two
compositions, one from each section.

Section 1 - Discussion and Argument (25 marks)
Four argumentative/discursive titles are set, from which candidates choose one.

Section 2 - Description and Narration (25 marks)
Four titles are set (two descriptive and two narrative), from which candidates choose one.

Candidates are required to write between 350 and 500 words for each of their answers. The questions test
the following writing objectives:

W1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined

W2 order and present facts, ideas and opinions

W3 understand and use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 use language and register appropriate to audience and context

W5 make accurate and effective use of paragraphs, grammatical structures, sentences, punctuation and
spelling.

For the candidates to score well in this paper, they have to be able to:

e Express the different points of view, in the discursive tasks, clearly and logically.
e Focus on the description, in the descriptive tasks, and include a good selection of images and ideas.
They should also create an appropriate atmosphere, where their own emotions and feelings are

expressed.

e Apply the elements of story writing, in the narrative tasks, especially the development of characters and
events. They should also show the ability to develop and manage the plot (the climax) effectively.

e Additionally, they should demonstrate a high ability to write using sequenced paragraphs, selected,
varied vocabulary, without compromising the accuracy of grammar and/or spelling.

e Avoid using colloquial language and non-Arabic vocabulary, unless this is required by the question.
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Paper 2 Writing

Mark scheme
For each composition, marks are awarded in two categories, as follows:

e The first mark, out of 12, is for Style and Accuracy. See Table A.

e The second mark, out of 13, is for Content and Structure. See either Table B1, B2 or B3
depending on whether the composition is argumentative, descriptive or narrative.

Table A: Style and Accuracy

Band 1 11-12 + Fluent; variety of well made sentences, including sophisticated complex
sentences where appropriate, used to achieve particular effects.

+ Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with appropriately used
ambitious words.

* Assured use of grammar and punctuation, spelling accurate.

Band 2 9-10 * Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, including a variety of
complex sentences.

* Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, mostly varied.

e  Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct between and within
sentences; very occasional spelling mistakes.

Band 3 7-8 ¢ Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and complexity, correctly
constructed.

* Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional examples of choice
made to communicate precise meaning or to give interest.

* Simple grammatical constructions correct; sentence separation mostly
correct but other forms of punctuation sometimes inconsistently used;
occasional spelling mistakes — but no error of any sort impedes
communication.

Band 4 5-6 e Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive. Where more
complicated structures are attempted there is lack of clarity and
inaccuracy.

* Vocabulary communicates general meaning accurately.

« Some errors of punctuation including sentence separation; several spelling
and grammatical errors, rarely serious.

Band 5 34 * There may be the occasional grammatically complex sentence but mostly
these are simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘so’, with other
conjunctions being used ineffectively, if at all.

e Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts accurately.

Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, but the overall meaning
is never in doubt.

Band 6 1-2 ¢ Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or rambling sentences
obscure meaning.

Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate.

Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be serious enough to
impede meaning.

0 * Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor control of language;
errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling too intrusive to award a mark
in Band 6.
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Paper 2 Writing

Mark scheme, continued

Table B1: Argumentative/Discursive tasks

Band 1 11-13 * There is a consistent quality of well developed, logical stages in an overall,
at times complex argument.

» Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one.

* Sentences within paragraphs are soundly sequenced.

Band 2 9-10 e Each stage of the argument is defined and developed, although the quality
of the explanation may not be consistent.

e The stages follow in a generally cohesive progression. Paragraphs are
mostly well sequenced, although some may finish less strongly than they
begin.

Band 3 7-8 e There is a series of relevant points and a clear attempt is made to develop
some of them. These points are relevant, straightforward and
logical/coherent.

* Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in the overall argument
can be changed without adverse effect. The sequence of the sentences
within paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to link ideas may
not be taken.

Band 4 5-6  Mainly relevant points are made and they are developed partially with
some effectiveness.

e The overall argument shows signs of structure but may be sounder at the
beginning than at the end. There may be some repetition. It is normally
possible to follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive ideas or
misleading sentences.

Band 5 3-4 * Afew relevant points are made and although they are expanded into
paragraphs, development is very simple and not always logical.

e Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. Paragraphs used only for
obvious divisions. It is sometimes possible to follow sequencing of
sentences within paragraphs.

Band 6 1-2 « A few points are discernible but any attempt to develop them is very
limited.

e Overall argument only progresses here and there and the sequence of
sentences is poor.

0 + Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Paper 2 Writing

Mark scheme, continued

Table B2: Descriptive tasks

Band 1 11-13  There are many well defined, well developed ideas and images, describing
complex atmospheres with a range of details.

e Overall structure is provided through devices such as the movements of
the writer, the creation of a short time span, or the creation of atmosphere
or tension. Focus is description (not storytelling). Repetition is avoided and
the sequence of sentences makes the picture clear to the reader.

Band 2 9-10 s There is a good selection of interesting ideas and images, with a range of
details.

e These are formed into an overall picture of some clarity, largely consistent.
There may be occasional repetition and opportunities for development or
the provision of detail may be missed. Sentences are often well sequenced
and the description is often effective.

Band 3 7-8 e There is a selection of effective ideas and images that are relevant to the
topic and which satisfactorily address the task. An attempt is made to
create atmosphere and to provide some details.

¢ The description provides a series of points rather than a sense of their
being combined to make an overall picture, but some of the ideas are
developed successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some sentences are well
sequenced.

Band 4 5-6 ¢ Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and occasionally
developed a little, perhaps as a narrative. There is some feeling of
atmosphere, but most of the writing is about events or description of
objects or people.

e There is some overall structure, but the writing may lack direction and
intent. There may be interruptions in the sequence of sentences and/or
some lack of clarity.

Band 5 34 s Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. Opportunities to provide
development and detail are frequently missed.

e Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks form and dimension.
The reliance on identifying events, objects and/or people sometimes leads
to a sequence of sentences without progression.

Band 6 1-2 e« Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall picture is unclear and
lacks development.

e There are examples of sequenced sentences, but there is also repetition
and muddled ordering.

0 + Rarely relevant, little material and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Paper 2 Writing

Mark scheme, continued

Table B3: Narrative tasks

Band 1 11-13 e« The narrative is complex and sophisticated and may contain devices such
as subtexts, flashbacks and time lapses. Cogent details are provided
where necessary or appropriate.

« The different sections of the story are carefully balanced and the climax
carefully managed. Sentence sequences are sometimes arranged to
produce effects such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden
turn of events.

Band 2 9-10 + The writing develops some features that are of interest to a reader,
although not consistently so. Expect the use of detail and some build-up of
character or setting.

e The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending (where required) are
satisfactorily managed. The reader is aware of the climax even if it is not
managed completely effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides
clarity and engages the reader in events or atmosphere.

Band 3 7-8 e A straightforward story (or part of story) with satisfactory identification of
features such as character and setting.

«  While opportunities for appropriate development of ideas are sometimes
missed, the overall structure is competent, and features of a developed
narrative are evident. Sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events.

Band 4 5-6 * Arelevant response to the topic, but largely a series of events with
occasional details of character and setting.

¢ The overall structure is sound although there are examples where a
particular section is too long or too short. A climax is identified but is not
effectively described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate events and
occasionally contain intrusive facts or misleading ideas.

Band 5 3-4 ¢ A simple narrative with a beginning, middle and end (where appropriate). It
may consist of simple, everyday happenings or unlikely, un-engaging
events.

¢ Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the sections of the story.
Dialogue that has no function may be used or over-used. There is no real
climax. Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series of events.

Band 6 1-2 e Stories are very simple and narrate events indiscriminately. Endings are
simple and lack effect.

e The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the content has no
relevance to the plot. Sequences of sentences are sometimes poor,
leading to a lack of clarity.

0 ¢ Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a disorderly structure. Not
sufficient to be placed in Band 6.
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Paper 2 Writing

Section 1 Discussion and Argument (25 marks)

Four argumentative/discursive titles are set, from which candidates choose one.
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Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response — high
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — high, continued
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Example candidate response high, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — high
The candidate chose the second title from this section. It required writing about the preference of studying in
one’s own country or abroad.

The candidate’s response was excellent in these areas:

e The introduction was detailed summarising that this topic is a contentious one, and then specified that
there were two groups of people; those who support and those who oppose the idea. Then a quick
reference to the reasons behind the opinions of the two groups.

e There was a consistent quality of well-developed ideas defining the stance of both groups.

e The candidate mentioned a number of reasons, which were well supported by examples and evidences,
for people favouring to study abroad; for example, the technological advancement in the west, the
modern teaching methods. He also added that travelling has its own advantages like the chance to learn
about other cultures, the opportunity to gain new social and living skills. He used, as evidence, a study
that was carried out and found that students who studied abroad enjoyed better social skills than their
colleagues who studied in their own countries. He also mentioned the benefits of being independent
and increasing the chance of career options upon graduation.

e Then he discussed the opinion of those who opposed the idea of studying abroad identifying the main
reasons as; both places offer the same quality of education, the difference in customs and traditions,
which could cause a number of problems to the student studying abroad. He also added the worry of
parents about their son or daughter leaving home, and the financial toll that they had to endure. Finally,
the negative impact on the country of origin when its talented youth leave.

e He finished the essay by mentioning his own point of view and gave very persuasive reasons for it.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 13 out of 13

e Sentences were well organised and were appropriately used to achieve particular effects. The
vocabulary was effective and varied with sound use of grammatical and spelling structures.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 12 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25
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Examiner comment — high, continued
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Example candidate response — middle
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response middle, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — middle
The candidate chose the second title from this section. It required writing about the preference of studying in
one’s own country or abroad.

These are some notes on the candidate’s response:
e The introduction was about personal aspirations, which was not a suitable start to the topic.

e The reasons for preferring to study abroad, especially in France, were identified as the wish to learn
about the culture of this country, meet new people and enjoy the beautiful scenery.

e The writing tended to be descriptive and narrative in style which was not appropriate to the requirement
of the discursive task.

e The difficulties, that one may face abroad, were mentioned, such as; learning a new language, feeling
home sick, and compromising own customs and traditions.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 8 out of 13

e Sentences tended to be simple and the vocabulary limited and unvaried. Simple grammatical structures
were used with some structural and spelling mistakes.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 8 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response — low
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — low, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — low
The candidate chose the second title from this section. It required writing about the preference of studying in
one’s own country or abroad.

These are some notes on the candidate’s response:

e The introduction was vague about the places people live in, and then the candidate mentioned the idea
of studying abroad but mentioned some irrelevant details. This was inappropriate start to an
argumentative essay.

e The ideas supporting or opposing the idea of studying abroad were not clear and at times contradictory.
For the candidate’s writing lacked a central idea summing up the intended purpose. For example, he
started one paragraph by mentioning that studying abroad could be expensive, yet in the following
sentence he argued that it gives the student a better career option. So he moves from one idea to the
next with no order or logical sequencing.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 4 out of 13

e Sentences were not complex, but rather simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’ ‘but’ and ‘so’. Although
vocabulary was generally accurate, it was limited and communicated simple details. Punctuation was
inaccurate, and there were many spelling and grammatical errors.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 4 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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Paper 2 Writing

Section 2 — Description and Narration (25 marks)

Four titles are set (two descriptive and two narrative), from which the candidates choose one.
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — high
2 awdll
3 ! § i 9l
(A8
s Jaly s Lo s cpualll Jof 68 (335 E253% L (lad il - 5
s
) g Jag el a4 O (a4 325 Ul o — 6
. ;

.(@.Jan Ciaua 2o 1‘5) :(‘?ﬁh iy s(i:\_.l‘” gy & @:\...a“ h‘) ,‘.'.l'?b L‘Lﬁ Aad S| =7

3
ol i ei i o (@asl s dusd (i€ - 8
(5 otias 3 g 8 Lin 5)

k. WWMM{(@JQ;?Z whie Lale boxe. .
...df JLJ fwlf,»),:z a.,%z;uzﬂ tﬁ#’* prJz@_J' D//,»ﬂ'

w 42

S —— SR—— 'f.,;.-ﬂ 2.2)—4 .)af DAL f
KIS L-{.aﬁ( !"..mé?.'..;.ﬁ.i..f’.—.!ﬂ—’ 1429 ép .. Aot el .. sf9—° '

,r‘?/d—‘ AP O PP (At L.PIJJJ 2.2t 'L.m«):/)
2 A4 5, M‘.:‘Zv“ @c-évﬂ ‘%Ly‘ @'fm—"w
el i) Vs tanTe af) Loaud] g2 zz,./ | do22 e i Ml

il 2)) azo. ...,3'5‘"/95[:} al2s s Lo e,
(2. 20092 /4;,4;:‘-}' SIS/ F L N NSy
MM..:-'()/J Lﬂ /uDJx é(«.éf }.,4-9 G2, Zy‘ f&(./l AL, “J.
M@ﬁ’&m&*mé@é/ MJW/J/ alasd, PO,
ﬁ"/u«@_ﬁ ..... AT Mefedllic o 507 M. fbyg’“ WWI
........................ et 2L, !"‘IL&J—') L. %ffﬁ’:ﬁé‘%x_}éﬁ sl
w(’_z'-‘j9 M&Jl c—/—*‘”" 2. fﬁ.jfff Z..?’f’.)l Rot Y g

Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) First Language Arabic 0508 / 7184 59



Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response high, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response — high, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — high
The candidate chose title 5. The question required the candidate to imagine that he is the captain of a
sinking ship, so he should describe the events and how he felt.

The candidates response excelled in these areas:

e A number of well-defined details about the events that led to the sinking of the ship. He also succeeded
in creating an atmosphere where feelings and emotions were highlighted.

e Aclear focus on description, rather than storytelling. So the writing was organised and the sequence of
sentences made the picture clearer to the reader.

e A successful attempt to avoid repetition which made every paragraph adding to the next without losing
the focus of the descriptive demand of the question.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 12 out of 13

e Sentences were varied and well organised; they were also sophisticated with complex structures. The
vocabulary was varied and effective. Also the use of grammar and punctuation showed a competent

ability in writing.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 12 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 24 out of 25
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — middle
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Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — middle, continued
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — middle
The candidate chose title 7. The question required the writing of a story that begins with this phrase “the
noise was gradually increasing” and ends with “then a total silence fell”.

There are some notes on the candidate’s response:

e The candidate complied with the demands of the question and used both phrases to begin and end his
story. That was a good start.

e The story was straightforward with satisfactory identification of features such as character and setting.
However, it lacked exciting events and failed to develop its characters into a more interesting level that

would entice the reader to carry on reading.

e Although the overall structure was sound, yet there were missed opportunities for appropriate
development of ideas, and the climax was expected and dull.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 8 out of 13

e Sentences were of some variety and complexity, but not always fluent. The vocabulary was appropriate
and communicated precise meaning, but not varied or effective. Simple grammatical terms were correct
but there were some spelling mistakes.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 8 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25
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Paper 2 Writing

Example candidate response — low
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Paper 2 Writing
Example candidate response — low, continued
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Example candldate response — low, continued
9

Paper 2 Writing
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Paper 2 Writing

Examiner comment — low
The candidate chose title 5. The question required the candidate to imagine that he is the captain of a
sinking ship, so he should describe the events and how he felt.

There are some notes on the candidate’s response:

e The candidate developed his ideas as a narrative while the demand of the question was descriptive
writing.

e The writing style was mostly about a story taking place on board a ship at sea, the sequence of events
was mostly narrating simple happenings, sometimes adding irrelevant information such as the history of
the Bermuda triangle, and the role of Hitler in the Second World War.

e Content is relevant but lacking in scope and variety, and the overall structure has weak form and limited
dimension. Ideas are scattered around without a focal point or logical sequencing.

Content and Structure:
Mark awarded = 4 out of 13

e Sentences were not complex, but rather simple and repetitively joined by ‘and’ ‘but’ and ‘so’. Vocabulary
communicated simple details. Punctuation was inaccurate, and there were many spelling and

grammatical errors.

Style and Accuracy:
Mark awarded = 4 out of 12

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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